
Two 
Manifestations

I. Deus Ex Machina
II. YHWH

for chamber ensemble

Paul David Thomas
2011



Program Note
Duration: 10 minutes

Part 1: Deus Ex Machina
The god we create. This title refers to a literary device and also a phrase Deitrich 
Bonhoe!er used to describe the god that acts as the answer to all of our questions. 
The followers of the Deus Ex Machina speak its name to ask for help or comfort " it 
is a means to an end. The trombone plays the role of the Deus Ex Machina and while 
it appears when invoked by the ensemble, its power never grows beyond the 
capability of those who called it into being.

Part 2: YHWH
The God we encounter. YHWH was the word used by the Hebrews for the name of 
the Lord. Its presentation is simple yet its pronunciation is ambiguous. YHWH 
always appears through a concealed veil and often at unexpected times. The 
instruments in this section do not invoke the presence of this God but wait softly for 
him.



Instrumentation
B"flat Clarinet
Bassoon
B"flat Trumpet #with straight mute$
Trombone
Percussion
% Suspended Cymbal #with removable chain to create “sizzle” cymbal$
% Three Toms #High, Medium, Low$
% Three Metal Pots or Bowls #High, Medium, Low$
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